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1. Introduction  

The key role of Open and Green-space in relation to the physical and mental health of the parish 
population – particularly for those with mobility issues and for young and older people in the commu-
nity – encouraged the D&T NDP Steering group  to look more closely at the distribution and nature 
of open space across the main settlements of Dobwalls, Trewidland and Doublebois.  

During 2020 Stuart Wallace of CC carried out an Open Space Assessment of the parish, and the 
first draft of this document was published in August 2020. A short Questionnaire was circulated in 
October 2020, and the results fed into these Policy areas.   

 These established  a need for improved open space facilities in all three areas of the  parish, and 
the release of  funding for improvements in Dobwalls and Trewidland  has now provided an opportu-
nity for further detailed discussions with these communities to help develop a beneficial and appro-
priate set of resources to support physical and mental health, and social interaction in each of the 
communities.  

 

All supporting documents and evidence base are available at 

www.dobwallsandtrewidlandplan.org.uk/ and hard copies can be made available by request to 

D&T Parish Clerk. These reports also refer the reader to the original source documents from which the 

evidence base information is drawn. 

 

http://www.dobwallsandtrewidlandplan.org.uk/
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2. The Importance of Open Space in the D&T NDP development 
 

From the responses to the Initial Household Questionnaire undertaken in the Spring of 2017 by the 

D&T NDP Steering Group, (see table 1) it became apparent that  Open spaces / Footpaths/community 

facilities/ Landscape and provision for young people were high priorities for people in the parish. With 

Open spaces, Footpaths and Community facilities ranking top of the priorities for the Neighbourhood 

Development  Plan  

Table 1:  Matrix of  ranked responses to Initial D&T NDP Questionnaire (2017) 

The high ranking of health services, recreation and leisure facilities and provision for older people in 

the community as important  concerns emphasised the need for an integrated understanding of 

Health and Community issues as one of the key areas for the collection of Evidence on which the 

objectives and policies of the NDP would be based 



D&T NDP  Open Space Strategy document                                           4                                                                       7 January  2021 

 

3. Initial Community Input to Open Space discussions  

 Dobwalls and Trewidland Parish Council  was already aware of several issues relating to the provi-

sion and use of open space in Dobwalls, and the lack of public open space in Trewidland.  Discus-

sions were already taking place about the  best location for children’s play equipment  and the na-

ture of such provision.  The map and comments on Play spaces in the parish was published in Sep-

tember 2016 edition of ‘the Villager’ parish magazine, after issues were raised at the may 2016 Par-

ish Meeting in Dobwalls.  

The needs of walkers in the village areas were also regularly raised in comments on the Public Right 

of Way in the parish, and discussion of the maintenance and accessibility of these important  facili-

ties  for local people and visitors.  

As part of the evidence gathering by the NDP Steering group, detailed surveys were undertaken of 

both the location and nature of the open spaces and of the PRoW in each of the Dobwalls and Tre-

widland areas.  

Villager Magazine article and map September 2016 
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D&T NDP Evidence base  GreenSpace analysis for Dobwalls   2017 

Triangle Area  
Pendray Play Area 

Lower Treheath  ‘Green’ 
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Evidence base analysis of Pub-

lic Rights of way in the Dob-

walls area 2017 
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D&T NDP Evidence base analysis of open 

spaces in the Trewidland area 2017 

There are no public Open Spaces in Trewidland Village . The seat, next to the village 

shope ( now closed) and next to the notice board, is the only facility. 
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D&T NDP Evidence Base analysis of Public Fights 

of way in the Trewidland Area 
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Second D&T NDP Household Questionnaire in May 2018  

The major household survey carried out in 2016 again identified the preservation of open space as 

the most significant  issue for respondents.  

D&T NDP Second Household  Questionnaire 2018 

This prompted a more detailed discussion of the potential for creating a more positive policy to cre-

ate linkages between existing local open space via pedestrian routes and  to consider the potential 

of these linked facilities to provide support and encouragement for both physical and mental health 

for all members of the community.  

FiRST DRAFT OPENSPACE MAP for DOBWALLS (2019) 
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Alongside the NDO activity, Dobwalls and Trewidland Parish Council were already involved in dis-

cussions with Developers about the Section 106 funds which had been identified in association with 

a major Housing development in Dobwalls.  These funds had been specifically allocated to be used 

for sports and recreation development on a site associated with Dobwalls School, and explorations 

of potential improvements of facilities in the Treheath green space were already under discussion.  

However it was clear that there were contentious issues over any changes to be made to this public 

open space, raised by local residents.  

In October 2019 the emerging Landscape Character Statement, which was being undertaken by 

members of the NDP  Steering group (with the assistance of CC officer Kath Statham) and  the 

Green-space issues were a specific focus of the Local Consultation events which were held in Dob-

walls Trewidland and Doublebois.  

 

4. Commissioning the Cornwall Council Open Space  Study  

As a result of these discussions, a new group of Green-space volunteer s was formed, and it was 

decided to make contact with Cornwall Council Landscape officer Stuart Wallace, to initiate  a formal 

Open Space Study to assist in moving decisions forward.  Mhairi Mackie met with Stuart Wallace in 

January 2020 to explore this possibility.   

After the submission of the Environmental Impact Assessment  draft of the D&T NDP plan document 

in February 2020, and confirmation that no EIA would be required by CC, it was the intention  to 

move forward with these discussions, however the Covid 19 emergency made it impossible for the 

Greenspace group to meet.  

However work on the Open space study continued, and the first draft report was submitted to the 

Steering group on 1st August 2020. A short Questionnaire was circulated to key stakeholders in Oc-

tober 2020, and the second draft report and analysis was submitted to D&T NDP in November 2020.    

Greenspace display and discussion table at Dobwalls Event Oct 2019) 
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5. Results of the Open Space Study  

By August 2020, Stuart Wallace had produced Open Space assessment maps of Dobwalls and Tre-

widland rural settlements, and carried out an inital survey and report on the classification and ade-

quacy of the existing Open Space provision.  

Dobwalls Open Space map  2020 

Trewidland Open Space map 2020 
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In late August 2020 Stuart  submitted his report on the analysis of his initial Open Space study with 

the following conclusions for Dobwalls village  
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Existing Open Space Provision 

 

All spaces as described were identified and mapped – see Map1 [draft A3]. 

Minimum sizes apply, which in most cases is 1000m2. The existing level of provision as shown in table 1 
(column 2) provides a comparable value by dividing the total area of each type by the existing population 
(estimated at 1888 for Dobwalls village), which is then compared with the averages for similar smaller settle-
ments in Cornwall (column 3). 

 

Dobwalls 

The key observations of the existing provision as shown in table 1 are as follows:- 

1.    The level (per person) of types 1 (parks/amenity) & 4 (children’s equipped play) space are lower  

than would be expected for a settlement of this size. The uneven distribution of play increases the defi-
ciency for children in the south & east. 

 

2. The level of type 2 (natural) space is significantly lower than typically found in settlements in Corn 

 wall. Every resident in nearby Liskeard has 3 times this amount (per person). In most other similar 
situations we might expect to find a larger than average level of types 1 or 3 (outdoor sport) provision, 
or even public rights of way that compensates, but this is not the case in Dobwalls. For example 
Camelford was found to have a similar set of deficiencies, but popular routes alongside the River 
Camel were able to capitalise on a natural landscape, despite being private land. 

 
3. There is no type 3 public outdoor sports space available for residents to use freely or informally. 
          However, the level of type 8 provision, where access is limited to club members or pupils, is adequate 
           for the current population. 

 

4.  There is a higher than average provision in types 5 (youth provision) as a result of the skate park 

          at Beechwood Drive, and type 6 (allotments) are more than able to meet demand. 

Overall residents in Dobwalls village have access to a third of the amount of open space that would be typi-
cal for other settlements in Cornwall, and residential development in the years leading up to the Cornwall Lo-
cal Plan’s adoption in 2016 have only made this worse. Policies for decent green infrastructure are now em-
bedded and this study should have a real bearing on schemes in the future. 

The table also proposes future quantity standards for the area as a whole (column 4), based upon an esti-
mated increased population of TBC (by 2030) and associated spatial contributions required from future de-
velopments (column 6). 

 

Trewidland  

The assessment for the village of Trewidland revealed only a small cemetery (type 7) and the playing field 
belonging to Trewidland Community Primary School (type 8), and consequently a deficiency in recreational 
open space. The creation of a new open space of a minimum of 1000sqm would be desirable, and perhaps 
located to also contribute to a safe pedestrian route to the school. 

Doublebois 

There is no public open  space of any kind in Doublebois.   

The above commentary from Stuart Wallace’s August 2020 Open Space Study  gave a clear indica-

tion that all the settlements studied had inadequate public Open Space provision.  This indicated 

that it would be useful to gather more detailed feedback from local communities to identify priorities. 



D&T NDP  Open Space Strategy document                                           14                                                                       7 January  2021 

 

Short (6 page) questionnaires were issued in October 2020 to 40 individuals with a clear in-

terest in the future of open space in Dobwalls, Doublebois and Trewidland.  The full results of 

the analysis of responses to these by Stuart Wallace are included in Appendix A  

Supplementary Open Space Questionnaires  October 2020 

These results  have established  a need for improved open space facilities in all three areas of the  

parish, and the release of  funding for improvements in Dobwalls and Trewidland  has now provided 

an opportunity for further detailed discussions with these communities to help develop a beneficial 

and appropriate set of resources to support physical and mental health, and social interaction in 

each of the communities.  The results supported the detailed drafting of the Greenspace policy in the 

REg14 Pre-submission Public Consultation.  

D&T NDP Open Space Questionnaire ( page 1) October 2020 
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6. NDP Green space Policies included in December 9th 2020 

 Reg14 Pre-Submission Consultation ND Plan document  

 The Reg14 Pre-submission Public Consultation planned for January 2021 took the form of an eight page A2 

Newsletter which set out introductions to the policy text for each of the policy themes (see opposite).  
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D&T NDP Reg14  Public Consultation Newsletter    Policy Text  for Greenspace Jan 2021 



D&T NDP  Open Space Strategy document                                           18                                                                       7 January  2021 

 

7. Results of the REg14 Pre-submission Public Consultation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feedback on Greenspaces was one of the key focuses of the feeeback requested in the Reg14 Pre-

submission Newsletter, which gave all parish households the opportunity to respond to the range of open 

space requirements they felt were most necessary in their own areas.  

 

The results of this feedback will be added to this document after the analysisi of the Reg14 Consultation re-

sults.  

 Page 6 of the REg14 Pre-submission Public Consultation Newsletter Jan 2021 

8 Public Rights of Way 

It  is recognised that the existing public Right of Way form a  very important resource as part of the open 

space network around the parish as a whole.  Attempts have been made during the development of the D&T 

NDP Open Space process to have constructive discussions  with the relevant Cornwall Council officers to 

pursue the opportunities for upgrading and improving connectivity between many of the current PRoW and 

other footpaths and open spaces (particularly around Dobwalls, where many pathways were disrupted by the 

Construction of the A38 Dobwalls bypass).  However no progress has been made on this to date. 

The timescale of the  D&T NDP process, and the difficulties during the Covid19 Emergency, together with the 

immanent changes in Parish boundaries in May 2021, have encouraged us to delay further discussion and 

decisions on these parts of the Open Space Strategy until a time when they can more effectively be dis-

cussed and actioned by the new parishes of Dobwalls,  and of St. Keyne and Trewidland.  
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10. Looking Forward: Green-space Strategy development  

It is recognised that with the ongoing difficulties that have resulted from the Covid Emer-

gency, it has been difficult to make significant progress with Consultations on  the future 

shape of proposals within any of the villages.  

 

However we have reached a point where we have a  clear, logical basis for future decision 

making when the circumstances allow us to engage in more detail with local people in each 

of the three areas of the parish.  

9. Funding and Land Acquisition issues  

Dobwalls and Trewidland Parish Council has been in discussion with Cornwall Council and develop-

ers   focussing on the potential for use of  Section 106 Agreement funds for upgrading  the deficient 

public space provision, particularly in Dobwalls , where most of the recent housing development has 

taken place. 

D&T NDP Housing policies have also set out  requirements for proposed developments in future to 

make provision for contributing to Open space facilities.  
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Appendix A  results of Open Space Questionnaire Oct2020 
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